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Staff report dated February 13, 2025 by Theresa Alexander,
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•

MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION
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receiving confirmation of funding from the Rural Transit Solutions Fund
by the end of March 2025, to use Strategic Planning and Initiatives surplus
funds to complete the Rural Transit Needs Assessment and Action Plan in
lieu of receiving federal funding;

AND THAT the scope of the project be adjusted to also assess handyDART
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RESOLUTION #1: Illegal dumping in rural areas clean-up funding

WHEREAS the Province of British Columbia does not have a funding policy in place
to offset costs associated to illegal dumping in rural areas of British Columbia;

AND WHEREAS the dumping/tipping fees, equipment, and fuel costs to clean-up the
effects of abandoned vehicles, garbage, and litter unfairly places hardships on the
efforts of dedicated volunteers and requires the backing of private donations to
cover the costs associated with the clean-up work;

AND WHEREAS these sites are unsightly, negatively impact environmentally
sensitive areas including waterways and natural spaces, posing a threat to public
safety;

AND WHEREAS the sites are located on rural Crown land area, and can be directly
associated with the impacts of low inventories of affordable housing in the Province
of British Columbia;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Union of British Columbia Municipalities ask the
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provincial government to take urgent steps to develop a policy to support a
community-based funding model to support clean-up efforts on Crown lands
undertaken by volunteers and organized interest groups.

 

RESOLUTION #2: Unmet Demands on Social and Community Infrastructure as a
Result of Provincial Housing Targets

WHEREAS the mandate letters of the sitting provincial government include

Growing the economy;•

Affordability;•

Strengthening healthcare; and•

Community safety•

AND WHEREAS the Province has mandated accelerated and densified housing,
placing historical and unmet demands on social and community infrastructure such
as education, transit, social welfare and supportive housing;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Union of British Columbia Municipalities ask
the provincial government to focus on strengthening complete communities and
make historically significant investments in schools, community mental health, and
transit to accommodate growth.
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10. REPORTS BY STAFF
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IN PERSON PARTICIPATION

FVRD Board Room

ONLINE PARTICIPATION

Questions can be emailed to info@fvrd.ca before 1 pm, February 12, 2025. Alternatively, you
may participate in public question period live on Zoom, by phone or computer using the
Zoom information provided on the FVRD website.

13. RESOLUTION TO CLOSE MEETING
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MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION
THAT the meeting be closed to the public, except for Senior Staff and the Executive Assistant,
for the purpose of receiving and adopting Closed Meeting Minutes convened in accordance
with Section 90 of the Community Charter and to consider matters pursuant to:

Section 90(1)(c) of the Community Charter) - labour relations or other employee
relations;

•

Section 90(1)(e) of the Community Charter - the acquisition, disposition or
expropriation of land or improvements, if the board considers that disclosure could
reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the regional district;

•

Section 90(1)(l) of the Community Charter -  discussions with regional officers and
employees respecting municipal objectives, measures and progress reports for the
purposes of preparing an annual report under section 98 [annual regional district
report].

•

R E C E S S

14. RECONVENE OPEN MEETING

15. RISE AND REPORT OUT OF CLOSED MEETING

16. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION
THAT the Regional and Corporate Services Committee Open Meeting of February 13, 2025
be adjourned.
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Director Victor Smith, District of Hope 
Director Mel Waardenburg, Electoral Area C 
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Staff Present:   Jennifer Kinneman, Chief Administrative Officer  

Kelly Lownsbrough, Director of Corporate Services & CFO  
Jaime Van Nes, Director of Legislative Services/Corporate Officer  
Stacey Barker, Deputy CAO/Director of Regional Services 
Lauren Olynick, Deputy Corporate Officer  
David Urban, Manager of Integrated Planning & Engagement 
Christina Vugteveen, Manager of Parks 
Lance Lilley, Manager of Environmental Services 
Sam Piper, Manager of Communications 
Beth Klein, Controller/Deputy CFO (Zoom)  
Melissa Geddert, Acting Manager of Integrated Planning and Engagement 
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Kinga Al-Mubarak, Accountant (Zoom) 
K.C. Brennan, Planning Assistant (Zoom) 
Theresa Alexander, Planner l (Zoom) 
Riley Smith, Planning Technician (Zoom) 
Lucas Thompson, Network Analyst lll 
Amanda Molloy, Administrative Manager 
Keely Hill, Executive Assistant (recording secretary) 

 
Also Present:   Director Diane Johnson, Electoral Area A  
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Director Taryn Dixon, Electoral Area H (Zoom) 
 

 
1. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
Vice Chair Kloot provided introductory remarks recognizing the homeland of the 31 First 
Nations located within the Fraser Valley Regional District. 

 
2. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Vice Chair called the meeting to order at 10:01am. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA, ADDENDA AND LATE ITEMS 

 
Moved By PRANGER 
Seconded By SMITH 
 
THAT the Agenda, Addenda and Late Items for the Regional and Corporate Services 
Committee Open Meeting of January 16, 2025 be approved; 
 
AND THAT all delegations, reports, correspondence and other information set to the Agenda 
be received for information. 

 
CARRIED 

 
4. MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 

 
4.1 Draft Regional and Corporate Services Committee Meeting Minutes - December 

5, 2024 
 
Moved By HORN 
Seconded By CASSEL 

 
THAT the Minutes of the Regional and Corporate Services Committee Open Meeting 
of December 5, 2024 be adopted. 

 
CARRIED 

 
5. LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 

 
5.1 FVRD Intergovernmental Relations Committee Terms of Reference 

 
Comments were offered regarding importance of this new committee highlighting 
that it will provide an outlet to identify needs and help develop a plan to advocate to 
other levels of government.  

 

8



 
Fraser Valley Regional District 
Regional and Corporate Services Committee Open Meeting Minutes 
January 16, 2025                  P a g e  | 3 

 

Moved By SIEMENS 
Seconded By SMITH 

 
THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board adopt the Fraser Valley Regional District 
Intergovernmental Relations Committee Terms of Reference. 

 
CARRIED 

 
5.2 FVRD Flood Resiliency Committee Terms of Reference 

 
Comments were offered noting the importance of this new committee and the 
opportunity to work alongside Metro Vancouver.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the Terms of Reference and a suggestion was made to 
include the coordination, where possible, with flood management tables throughout 
the region. 
 
Moved By PRANGER 
Seconded By MACAHONIC 

 
THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board adopt the Fraser Valley Regional District 
Flood Resiliency Committee Terms of Reference. 

 
CARRIED 

 
5.3 2025 Holiday Closure of FVRD Corporate Offices 

 
Moved By PRANGER 
Seconded By WAARDENBURG  

 
THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board approve the closure of the FVRD 
Corporate Offices to the public on December 29, 30, 31, 2025. 

 
CARRIED 

 
6. REGIONAL SERVICES 

 
6.1 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 
6.1.1 Invasive Weed Control Program 2024 Year-End Summary 

 
The staff report dated January 16, 2025 by Vanessa Hart, Environmental 
Services Technician was provided for information.  
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6.2 INDIGENOUS RELATIONS 
 
6.2.1  

Forum Grant Application 
 
Moved By WAARDENBURG 
Seconded By SMITH 

 
THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board approve an application to the 
Union of BC Munici

Fraser Valley Regional District will manage this grant, as required by the 
funder, should the grant application be approved.                                                                

 
CARRIED 

 
6.3 REGIONAL PARKS 

 
6.3.1 Airpark Hangar Lease Renewal Valley Helicopters 

 
Moved By HORN 
Seconded By SMITH 

 
THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board authorize its signatories to 
enter into a five year agreement with Valley Helicopters for the purpose of a 
hangar land lease located at the Fraser Valley Regional Airpark in Hope. 

 
CARRIED 

 
7. ADDENDA ITEMS/LATE ITEMS 
  

No items.  
 
8. REPORTS BY STAFF 
 
 No items.  
 
9. REPORTS BY DIRECTORS 

 
 No items.  
 
10. PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD FOR ITEMS RELEVANT TO AGENDA 

 
No questions were asked online or in person and no written correspondence was received. 
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11. RESOLUTION TO CLOSE MEETING 
 
Moved By CASSEL 
Seconded By PRANGER 

 
THAT the meeting be closed to the public, except for Senior Staff and the Executive Assistant, 
for the purpose of receiving and adopting Closed Meeting Minutes convened in accordance 
with Section 90 of the Community Charter and to consider matters pursuant to: 

 Section 90(1)(g) of the Community Charter - litigation or potential litigation affecting 
the regional district; 

 Section 90(1)(j) of the Community Charter - information that is prohibited, or 
information that if it were presented in a document would be prohibited, from 
disclosure under section 21 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act; 

 Section 90(2)(b) of the Community Charter -  the consideration of information 
received and held in confidence relating to negotiations between the regional district 
and a provincial government or the federal government or both, or between a 
provincial government or the federal government or both and a third party. 

R E C E S S 
 

CARRIED 
 

The open meeting recessed at 10:19am. 
 
12. RECONVENE OPEN MEETING 
 
 The open meeting reconvened at 10:45am.  
 
13. RISE AND REPORT OUT OF CLOSED MEETING 
 
 No items.  
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14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved By SIEMENS 
Seconded By SMITH 

 
THAT the Regional and Corporate Services Committee Open Meeting of January 16, 2025 be 
adjourned. 

 
CARRIED 

 

The Fraser Valley Regional District Regional and Corporate Services Committee Open meeting of 
January 16, 2025 adjourned at 10:45am. 
 

 
 

MINUTES CERTIFIED CORRECT: 
 
 
 
 

 
Director Patricia Ross, Chair                 Corporate Officer/Deputy 
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                             STAFF REPORT  

   

To: Regional and Corporate Services Committee                                                             Date: 2025-02-13 

From:  Kelly Lownsbrough, Director of Corporate Services & CFO  

Subject:  FVRD 2025-2029 Financial Plan  

Reviewed by: Jennifer Kinneman, Chief Administrative Officer 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board give three readings and adoption to the bylaw cited as 
Fraser Valley Regional District 2025-2029 Financial Plan Bylaw No. 1769, 2025. 
 

BACKGROUND 

The FVRD manages 114 unique service areas that must be budgeted separately. These budgets have 

distinct purposes, unique tax bases, revenues, and expenses, as well as their own designated 

surplus/reserve savings balances that cannot be shared amongst other service areas. This makes it 

essential to manage funds effectively now and for future needs in order to be financially sustainable. 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, Local Governments must annually adopt a Financial 

Plan that spans a five-year time horizon. FVRD prepared the 2025 - 2029 Draft Financial Plan (the 

 

DISCUSSION 

This Financial Plan marks the 2nd Plan under the Asset Management Program.  Investments in 

infrastructure are required in many service areas in order to responsibly manage assets and the related 

services in order to provide predictable future levels of taxation.  FVRD continues to pay close 

attention to budgets with low levels of savings as its objective is to avoid dramatic spikes in taxation 

when infrastructure investments are required.   

Fiscal responsibility remains at the forefront of the budget direction.  The FVRD recognizes the 

challenging economic times and remains focused on gaining efficiencies, seeking external funding 

and prioritizing required spending over new initiatives.  When considering new projects, staff strive to 

maximize all potentially eligible funding sour

 

 

Public Consultation 
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Transparency and public engagement are a top priority in the preparation of the budget.  FVRD Board 

and staff received the Honourable Mention award in the Excellence in Governance category for the 

2024 UBCM Community Excellence Award.  The public engagement platform, Have Your Say (HYS), 

has been regularly updated as the Financial Plan activities progress. Staff continue to make 

improvements to public engagement initiatives for its Financial Plan.  Service area budget details are 

included on the engagement platform.  This year, materials were re-formatted to align within the 

presentation of its year-end financial statements.  Also regular newsletters, a video and a glossary of 

key terms were new items added to the engagement platform.  

Inflation  

Inflation levels vary amongst sectors and remains a risk.  Cost pressures are impacting all budgets, yet 

staff continue to look for efficiencies before requesting additional funds.  While the Consumer Price 

Index (CPI) can serve as a useful measure of general cost inflation, it does not accurately represent the 

cost pressures faced by local governments. The CPI includes items such as housing and food, which do 

not reflect the typical basket of goods and services acquired by local governments.  

Further, the CPI does not account for local governments' significant investments in capital 

infrastructure projects. To capture the cost increases related to capital infrastructure projects, the Stats 

Canada Building Construction Price Index (BCPI) has been considered. The BCPI is a quarterly series 

that measures changes over time in the prices that contractors charge to construct various types of 

new buildings.  Budget preparation began last summer in order to meet the multi-stage approach to 

the Plan.  At that time the CPI was 2.7% and BCPI was 6.8%; these rates have been utilized in the 

development of the budgets. 

Risks 

The 2025-2029 Financial Plan seeks to effectiv  at a point in time, yet 

there are risks resulting from estimates used in budgets.  New legislation brings about new 

requirements which have yet to be fully understood. This includes new Emergency and Disaster 

Management Act and regulations, new housing legislation as well as WorkSafe BC and Occupational 

Health and Safety regulations.  Workforce recruitment and retention remains a risk that can have 

notable impacts in the workplan.  FVRD manages its risks by monitoring actual spending compared to 

budgets and progress on workplan items, including projects.  Spending not originally contemplated 

within the Plan is brought to the Board for approval, specifically on items greater than $10,000, 

through the budget amendment process.   

FVRD Assets and Budget at Risk 

The FVRD strives to maintain its assets in good condition and ensure that there is adequate funding 

available for scheduled as well as unplanned maintenance, repair and replacement.  Should a service 

area have a need greater than budget in a particular year, there would be a few steps taken.  

Depending on the urgency, a board budget amendment would come forward to authorize the 

spending and then if the work is absolutely required and there is no budget available, the budget will 

end the year in a deficit.  By legislation, local governments are not permitted to carry a deficit so there 
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would be an increase to taxation in the immediately following year to recover all of the deficit.  This 

Plan seeks to achieve a balanced level of funding to avoid these potentially devastating financial 

shockwaves by ensuring slow and predictable tax increases.   

The FVRD  Strategic Plan has included initiatives that will move the dial to ensuring the FVRD is 

managing risk and financial implications to best serve property owners.  Progress is being made with 

the Capital Reserve Policy, which will soon be brought to the Board for approval.  As part of its Asset 

Management Program, the FVRD has also progressed work in 2024 to develop an Asset Management 

Strategy to support the Policy.  

 

Within its Assets and Budget at Risk, the FVRD has identified nine service areas to monitor.  This listing 

includes service areas and budgets that are at financial risk.  Each is identified with a risk ranking 

colour with an associated action plan.  Staff are pleased to report that this listing has improved since 

last year , with two budgets removed from the listing and one downgraded to medium 

risk (amber) as compared to current FVRD Assets & Budget at Risk are 

attached as Appendix B.   

Budget Highlights 

Costs associated with Operational Support services are distributed amongst the FVRD service area 
budgets.  focus was to stabilize budgets, maximizing external funding sources such as GCF, 
limit new requests, keep up with public expectations, ensure healthy workspaces, and manage 
ongoing demands from ever-changing environments.   
 
This Plan includes a new Human Resources staff position to assist with an increased workload due to 
non-discretional requirements under legislation and WorkSafeBC. This position will further assist in 
managing risk for all FVRD locations, including 11 fire halls. The Plan also includes a new Finance 
position based on significant work on procurement in addition to new reporting requirements, 
complex external funding, as well as revised processes required through legislation.  
 
Operational Support services are also provided to the Hospital District for which the FVRD collects a 

District recovery.  

In order to ensure alignment on priorities, an Electoral Area prioritization session was held in 

September 2024; these priorities were posted to the HYS engagement platform.    The Electoral Area 

Directors endorsed their budgets at a public Committee of the Whole meeting in December 2024.  
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FVRD staff recently initiated a member municipality CFO Forum and look forward to regular and 

ongoing collaboration on topics of mutual interest.  As with prior years, the CFOs were invited to 

review and comment on the regional and sub-regional budgets.  The discussion was productive, and 

while there were a few questions, no concerns were raised.  FVRD Board Directors endorsed the 

regional and sub-regional budgets at a public Committee of the Whole meeting in January.  

The estimated impact to the average residential property in each jurisdiction for the service areas that 

impact properties consistently are summarized in the table below.   

 

The municipal and electoral area financial summaries that were part of the January Committee of the 

Whole materials, are attached as Appendix C.   

Consolidated Budget  

Materials on the 2025-2029 Financial Plan have been presented in PowerPoint format for ease of 
presentation throughout the public engagement and plan development process. In order to adopt 
the Financial Plan bylaw, the service area financials have been consolidated. The attached FVRD 2025-
2029 Financial Plan Bylaw is organized into two schedules: A and B. Schedule A summarizes the five-
year plan at a consolidated level, while Schedule B summarizes the five-year plan by service type.  
Appendix A provides an orientation tool to navigate should the reader wish to interpret the service 
area names and how they are presented in the bylaw. 
 

 

COST 
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There are no costs directly associated with this report. Once adopted, the proposed 2025-2029 

Financial Plan bylaw will become the current Plan. 

CONCLUSION 

The Fraser Valley Regional District manages 114 unique service area budgets. The FVRD 2025-2029 

Draft Financial Plan has been conservatively prepared and represents the feedback and direction 

received at various stages of the Plan development process, including individual Electoral Area 

Director budget reviews, Electoral Area Committee of the Whole budget review, FVRD Board 

Committee of the Whole budget review, municipal CFO consultations, and extended public 

consultation. Fiscal responsibility remains at the forefront of the Plan.  The FVRD recognizes the 

challenging economic times and remains focused on gaining efficiencies, seeking external funding 

and prioritizing required spending over new initiatives.  The request to consider this bylaw for three 

readings and adoption will conclude the 2025-2029 Financial Plan development process. 
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FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 
BYLAW No. 1769, 2025 

 
A bylaw to adopt the 2025 – 2029 Financial Plan. 

             
 
WHEREAS a regional district is prescribed to adopt a five year financial plan bylaw on an annual 
basis by March 31; 
 
THEREFORE the Board of Directors of the Fraser Valley Regional District (“the Board”) enacts as 
follows: 
 
 
1) CITATION 
 
This Bylaw may be cited as Fraser Valley Regional District 2025 – 2029 Financial Plan Bylaw No. 1769, 
2025. 
 
 
2) ENACTMENTS 
 
Schedules A and B attached hereto and an integral part of this bylaw are hereby declared to be the 
2025 – 2029 Financial Plan of the Fraser Valley Regional District. 
 
 
3) SEVERABILITY 
 
If a portion of this bylaw is found invalid by a court, it will be severed and the remainder of the 
bylaw will remain in effect. 
 
 
4) READINGS AND ADOPTION 
 

READ A FIRST TIME THIS       day of    

READ A SECOND TIME THIS  day of    

READ A THIRD TIME THIS       day of   

ADOPTED THIS    day of     
  
 
 
                ___ 
  Chair/Vice-Chair    Corporate Officer/Deputy 
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5) CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of Fraser Valley Regional District 2025-2029 
Financial Plan Bylaw No. 1769, 2025 as adopted by the Board of Directors of the Fraser Valley 
Regional District on      
 
Dated at Chilliwack, B.C. on    
 
 
 
      
Corporate Officer/Deputy 
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FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 

2025-2029 FINANCIAL PLAN 

Schedule A of Bylaw No. 1769, 2025 
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FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 

2025-2029 FINANCIAL PLAN 

Schedule B of Bylaw No. 1769, 2025 
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FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 

2025-2029 FINANCIAL PLAN 

Schedule B of Bylaw No. 1769, 2025 
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FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 

2025-2029 FINANCIAL PLAN 

Schedule B of Bylaw No. 1769, 2025 
 

 

 
  

23



 Bylaw 1769, 2025  Page 7 of 10 

  

FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 

2025-2029 FINANCIAL PLAN 

Schedule B of Bylaw No. 1769, 2025 
 

 

 
  

24



 Bylaw 1769, 2025  Page 8 of 10 

  

FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 

2025-2029 FINANCIAL PLAN 

Schedule B of Bylaw No. 1769, 2025 
 

 

 
  

25



 Bylaw 1769, 2025  Page 9 of 10 

  

FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 

2025-2029 FINANCIAL PLAN 

Schedule B of Bylaw No. 1769, 2025 
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FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 

2025-2029 FINANCIAL PLAN 

Schedule B of Bylaw No. 1769, 2025 
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Appendix A: Budget Orientation and Navigation Tool 

General Government Services 
 

Service Area Name Budget Type 
Regional Administration Regional Admin 
Electoral Area Administration EA Wide Services 
Grants-In-Aid - Regional Regional 
Grants-In-Aid - Electoral Area EA Wide Service 
Regional Indigenous Relations Regional 
Feasibility Reserve EA Wide Service 
Area B Economic Development EA Wide Service 

 
Protective Services 
 

Service Area Name Budget Type 
Building Inspection EA Wide Service 
Building Inspection (HHS Portion Only) Sub-Regional 
E. A. Emergency Management EA Wide Service 
Bylaw Enforcement EA Wide Service 
Fire Protection - Boston Bar/North Bend EA Specific 
Fire Protection - Chilliwack River Valley EA Specific 
Fire Protection - Cultus Lake EA Specific 
Fire Protection - Hemlock Valley EA Specific 
Fire Protection - Columbia Valley EA Specific 
Fire Protection - Laidlaw EA Specific 
Fire Protection - North Fraser EA Specific 
Fire Protection - Othelllo Road EA Specific 
Fire Protection - Yale EA Specific 
Flood Control - Cascade Creek EA Specific 
Fire Protection - Yarrow/Ryder Lake EA Specific 
Fire Protection - Popkum EA Specific 
Sub Regional - Search & Rescue Sub-Regional 
Wilson Road Dyke EA Specific 
Regional Fire Dispatch Regional 
Flood Control - Baker Trails EA Specific 
Animal Control - Municipal Sub-Regional 
Animal Control - Area D, E, G & H EA Wide Service 

 
  

28



Transportation Services 
 

Service Area Name Budget Type 
Airport - Hope, Area A & B Sub-Regional  
Paratransit - Area E & H EA Specific 
Seasonal Transit - Area H EA Specific 
Transit - Area D, Chilliwack, Kent & HHS Sub-Regional 
Transit - Fraser Valley Express Sub-Regional 
Transit - Hope Sub-Regional 
Lake Errock Train Whistle Cessation EA Specific 
Street Lighting - Popkum/Cheam EA Specific 
Street Lighting - Bell  Acres EA Specific 
Street Lighting - Boston Bar EA Specific 
Street Lighting - Mcfaul Sd EA Specific 
Street Lighting - North Side EA Specific 
Street Lighting - Parkview EA Specific 
Street Lighting - Yale EA Specific 
Street Lighting - Dogwood EA Specific 

 
Environmental Health Services 
 

Service Area Name Budget Type 
Regional Mosquito Control Regional 
Regional Air Quality Regional 
Drainage - Rexford Creek EA Specific 
Drainage - West Popkum EA Specific 
Garbage - Area B EA Wide Service 
Garbage - Area A EA Wide Service 
Garbage - Harrison Mills/Hemlock EA Specific 
Garbage - North Side EA Specific 
Drainage - Elbow Creek EA Specific 
Drainage - East Popkum EA Specific 
Frosst Creek Flood Mitigation EA Specific 
Invasive Weed Control Sub-Regional 
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Environmental Development Services 
 

Service Area Name Budget Type 
Regional Strategic Planning and Initiatives Regional 
GIS/Regional Mapping Sub-Regional 
Electoral Area Planning EA Wide Service 

 
Recreation & Cultural Services 
 

Service Area Name Budget Type 
Regional Parks Sub-Regional 
Fraser Valley Regional Library EA Wide Service 
Bowling Alley -  Area  A EA Wide Service 
Hope Aquatic Centre & Arena Sub-Regional 
Recreation - Hope & District Sub-Regional 
Swimming Pool - Almer Carlson EA Wide Service 
Area D Community Parks EA Specific 
Heritage Conservation (Areas A & B) EA Wide Service 
Yale & District Community Use Facility EA Specific 
BB/NB Television EA Specific 
Area B Community Parks EA Wide Service 
Area C Community Parks EA Wide Service 
Area E Community Parks EA Wide Service 
Area H Community Parks EA Wide Service 
Sub-Regional Parks (West) Sub-Regional 

 
  

30



Utilities 
 

Service Area Name Budget Type 
Sewer System - Cultus Lake EA Specific 
Sewer System - North Bend EA Specific 
Sewer System - Morris Valley EA Specific 
Sewer System - Popkum EA Specific 
Sewer System - South Cultus EA Specific 
Water System - Bell Acres EA Specific 
Water System - Deroche EA Specific 
Water System - North Bend EA Specific 
Water System - Cultus Lake Integrated EA Specific 
Water System - Yale EA Specific 
Water System - Dogwood EA Specific 
Water System - Morris Valley EA Specific 
Water System - Hatzic Prairie EA Specific 
Water System - Dewdney Community EA Specific 
Water System - Lake Errock EA Specific 
Water System - Boston Bar EA Specific 
Water System - Area D Integrated EA Specific 
Water System - Cultus Lake Park Capital Construction EA Specific 
Water System - Hatzic Prairie (Sylvester) Capital Construction EA Specific 
Water System - Lake Errock (Bayview) Capital Construction EA Specific 
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APPENDIX B:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

1

FVRD ASSETS & BUDGET AT RISK

Status Service Area Forecasted 2024 

Savings Balance

Notes

Combined E911
Reserve: $0K

Surplus $62K

Call answer levy rapidly declining due to cancellation of 

landlines.  Bylaw authority enacted to fund levy by taxation.  

Boston Bar North 

Bend Garbage 
(Chaumox Landfill)

Landfill Closure: $678K

Equipment: $37K
Surplus: $170K

Soil revenues have traditionally been used to offset operation 

costs and build closure reserve fund. In recent years soil revenue 
has fallen well short of targets.

Popkum Sewer
Reserve: $0

Surplus: $0

Development has not progressed as fast as originally forecast 

delaying contributions to savings; therefore, this is considered an
asset at risk.

North Bend Water
Reserve: $52K

Surplus: $22K

Limited funds to make repairs. Contributions to reserves were  

previously declining.  

Yale Water 
Reserve: $164K

Surplus: $59K

Downgraded to Medium Risk as the service has limited historical 

contributions to reserves and significant works required in the 
near future; however, a reservoir refurbishment was completed.

FVRD ASSETS & BUDGET AT RISK

Status Service Area Forecasted 2024 

Savings Balance

Notes

Morris Valley 
Sewer

Reserve: $32K
Surplus: $58K

Aging infrastructure with limited savings for replacement.  Asset was 

downgraded to a medium risk as contributions to reserves are being 
replenished.  

Drainage East 

Popkum

Reserve: $0

Surplus: $15K

Limited funds available should repairs be required.  Working with 

Area Director on plan to alleviate concern. 

Deroche Water
Reserve: $45K

Surplus: $63K

Reserve contributions are low (approx. 8K annually) at 14% of the 

suggested level of contributions ($56K) based on preliminary asset 
management work. 

North Cultus 

Sewer

Reserve: $0

Surplus: $918K

Reserve funds have been depleted. Development of the Waste Water 

Treatment Plant to be completed in 2025. 
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

1

MUNICIPAL 

FINANCIAL SUMMARIES
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

2

CITY OF ABBOTSFORD

2025 DRAFT RESIDENTIAL REQUISITION

34



APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

3

CITY OF CHILLIWACK

2025 DRAFT RESIDENTIAL REQUISITION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

4

VILLAGE OF HARRISON HOT SPRINGS

2025 DRAFT RESIDENTIAL REQUISITION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

5

DISTRICT OF HOPE

2025 DRAFT RESIDENTIAL REQUISITION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

6

DISTRICT OF KENT

2025 DRAFT RESIDENTIAL REQUISITION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

7

DISTRICT OF MISSION

2025 DRAFT RESIDENTIAL REQUISITION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

8

ELECTORAL AREA 

FINANCIAL SUMMARIES
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

9

AREA A FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

BUDGET PRESENTATION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

10

ELECTORAL AREA A

FINANCIAL SUMMARY –REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

11

ELECTORAL AREA A

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – SUB-REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

12

ELECTORAL AREA A

FINANCIAL SUMMARY –EA WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

13

ELECTORAL AREA A

FINANCIAL SUMMARY –EA A WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

14

ELECTORAL AREA A

FINANCIAL SUMMARY –EA A SPECIFIC SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

15

AREA B FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

BUDGET PRESENTATION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

16

ELECTORAL AREA B

FINANCIAL SUMMARY –REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

17

ELECTORAL AREA B

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – SUB-REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

18

ELECTORAL AREA B

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

19

ELECTORAL AREA B

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA B WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

20

ELECTORAL AREA B

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA B SPECIFIC SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

21

AREA C FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

BUDGET PRESENTATION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

22

ELECTORAL AREA C

FINANCIAL SUMMARY –REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

23

ELECTORAL AREA C

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – SUB-REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

24

ELECTORAL AREA C

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

25

ELECTORAL AREA C

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA C WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

26

ELECTORAL AREA C

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA C SPECIFIC SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

27

AREA D FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

BUDGET PRESENTATION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

28

ELECTORAL AREA D

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

29

ELECTORAL AREA D

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – SUB-REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

30

ELECTORAL AREA D

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

31

ELECTORAL AREA D

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA D WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

32

ELECTORAL AREA D

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA D SPECIFIC SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

33

AREA E FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

BUDGET PRESENTATION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

34

ELECTORAL AREA E

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

35

ELECTORAL AREA E

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – SUB-REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values

67



APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

36

ELECTORAL AREA E

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

37

ELECTORAL AREA E

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA E WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

38

ELECTORAL AREA E

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA E SPECIFIC SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

39

AREA F FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

BUDGET PRESENTATION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

40

ELECTORAL AREA F

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

41

ELECTORAL AREA F

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – SUB-REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

42

ELECTORAL AREA F

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

43

ELECTORAL AREA F

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA F WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

44

ELECTORAL AREA F

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA F SPECIFIC SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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AREA G FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

BUDGET PRESENTATION

77



APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

46

ELECTORAL AREA G

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

47

ELECTORAL AREA G

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – SUB-REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

48

ELECTORAL AREA G

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

49

ELECTORAL AREA G

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA G WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

50

ELECTORAL AREA G

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA G SPECIFIC SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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51

AREA H FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

BUDGET PRESENTATION
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

52

ELECTORAL AREA H

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

53

ELECTORAL AREA H

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – SUB-REGIONAL SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values

85



APPENDIX C:  2025 - 2029 FVRD Financial Plan 2/2/2025

54

ELECTORAL AREA H

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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55

ELECTORAL AREA H

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA H WIDE SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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56

ELECTORAL AREA H

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – EA H SPECIFIC SERVICES

*Average Residential Tax Amount for 2025 is estimated based on 2024 Revised Assessed Values
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                             STAFF REPORT  

   

To: Electoral Area Services Committee                                                             Date: 2025-02-13 

From:  Kinga Al-Mubarak, Accountant  

Subject:  Service Area Establishment Bylaw Amendment  Requisition Increase 2025  

Reviewed by: Beth Klein, Controller/Deputy Financial Officer 

                             Kelly Lownsbrough, Director of Corporate Services & CFO 

                             Jaime Van Nes, Director of Legislative Services 

                              Jennifer Kinneman, Chief Administrative Officer 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board give three readings and adoption to the bylaw cited as 
Fraser Valley Regional District Rexford Creek Storm Drainage Service Area Amendment Bylaw No. 
1770, 2025. 
 
THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board give three readings and adoption to the bylaw cited as 
Fraser Valley Regional District Electoral Area C Community Parks Service Area Amendment Bylaw No. 
1771, 2025. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 

As part of the 2025-2029 Financial Planning process, the FVRD sets annual tax requisition levels 

through the Financial Planning Bylaw. As required by the Local Government Act (LGA), the FVRD is 

also required to adopt Service Area Establishing Bylaws, setting the maximum allowable requisition 

for each Service Area, with some exceptions. As services and taxation evolve, Staff complete a review 

to ensure the Financial Plan does not exceed the maximum requisition stated in the Establishing 

bylaw. 

 

DISCUSSION 

As part of the 2025 Financial Planning process an administrative review was conducted to ensure the 

proposed budgets are in compliance with each bylaw. There are amendments required to Electoral 

Area Service Area Establishment bylaws to increase maximum allowable tax requisition for the 

following Service Areas: 

- Rexford Creek Storm Drainage Local Service Area (Bylaw 1770, 2025)  
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- Area C Community Parks Local Service Area (Bylaw 1771, 2025) 

The amended bylaws are attached to this report for review and include the amended maximums 

based on the 2025 Completed Assessment Roll. There have been no changes to the allocation 

methods for these services.  

These bylaws will require consent on behalf of the participating Electoral Areas and be forwarded for 

Inspector approval prior to final adoption.   

 

COST 

These bylaw changes are administrative in nature and set the maximum limit to taxation, as per the 

requirements in legislation. Annual taxation is based upon the annually approved Financial Plan.  

 

CONCLUSION 

As a step in the 2025 Financial Planning process, there are two bylaws proposed to be amended, 

increasing the maximum requisition based on the draft Financial Plan for 2025-2029. These two 

bylaws will require Electoral Area consent and be forwarded for Inspector approval prior to final 

adoption. 
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FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 
BYLAW NO. 1770, 2025 

 
A bylaw to increase the requisition limit of the Rexford Creek Storm Drainage Service Area 

             
 
WHEREAS the Rexford Creek Storm Drainage Service Area was established by Fraser Valley 
Regional District Rexford Creek Storm Drainage Service Area Conversion and Amendment Bylaw 
No. 1569, 2020; 
 
AND WHEREAS the maximum annual requisition for the Rexford Creek Storm Drainage Service 
Area is currently a property value tax rate of $0.316/$1000; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Board wishes to increase the maximum amount that may be requisitioned 
under Bylaw 1569, 2020, and obtain inspector approval; 
 
AND WHEREAS consent on behalf of electoral participating areas has been obtained; 
 
THEREFORE the Board enacts as follows: 

 
 
1) CITATION 
 
This bylaw may be cited as Fraser Valley Regional District Rexford Creek Storm Drainage Service 
Area Amendment Bylaw No. 1770, 2025. 
 
 
2) ENACTMENTS 
 
That Fraser Valley Regional District Rexford Creek Storm Drainage Service Area Conversion and 
Amendment Bylaw No. 1569, 2020 is amended by deleting Section 2) e) in its entirety and 
substituting the following: 
 

The maximum amount that may be requisitioned annually for the service established by this 
bylaw shall be an amount equal to that which could be raised by a property value tax rate of 
$0.4000/$1000 applied to the net taxable value of the land and improvements within the service 
area  
 
 
3) SEVERABILITY 
 
If a portion of this bylaw is found invalid by a court, it will be severed and the remainder of the 
bylaw will remain in effect. 
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 Bylaw 1770, 2025  Page 2 

   

 

 
4) READINGS AND ADOPTION 
 

READ A FIRST TIME THIS   day of  

READ A SECOND TIME THIS  day of 

READ A THIRD TIME THIS   day of 

APPROVED BY THE INSPECTOR 
OF MUNICIPALITIES this   day of    

ADOPTED THIS    day of 
 
 
 
              ____ 
Chair/Vice-Chair    Corporate Officer/Deputy 

 
 

5) CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Fraser Valley Regional District Rexford 
Creek Storm Drainage Service Area Amendment Bylaw No. 1770, 2025 as read a third time by the 
Fraser Valley Regional District Board on      
 
Dated at Chilliwack, BC on  
 
 
 
     
Corporate Officer/Deputy 
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FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 
BYLAW NO. 1771, 2025 

A Bylaw to increase the requisition limit of the Area C Community Parks Service Area. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

WHEREAS Fraser Valley Regional District Electoral Area C Community Parks Service Area Merger and 
Amendment Bylaw No. 1604, 2020 was adopted by the Fraser Valley Regional District Board of 
Directors (“the Board”) on December 16, 2020; 

AND WHEREAS the maximum annual requisition for the Electoral Area C Community Parks Service 
Area (“the Service Area”) is currently a property value tax rate of $0.07/$1000; 

AND WHEREAS the Board wishes to increase the maximum amount that may be requisitioned 
under Bylaw 1604, 2020, and obtain inspector approval; 

AND WHEREAS consent on behalf of electoral participating areas has been obtained; 

THEREFORE the Board enacts as follows: 

1) CITATION

This Bylaw may be cited as Fraser Valley Regional District Electoral Area C Community Parks Service 
Area Amendment Bylaw No. 1771, 2025. 

2) ENACTMENTS

That Fraser Valley Regional District Electoral Area C Community Parks Service Area Merger and 
Amendment Bylaw No. 1604, 2020 is amended by deleting Section 2) e) in its entirety and 
substituting the following: 

“The maximum amount that may be requisitioned annually for the service established by this bylaw 
shall be an amount equal to that which could be raised by a property value tax rate of 
$0.1000/$1,000 applied to the net taxable value of the land and improvements within the service 
area. 

3) SEVERABILITY

If a portion of this bylaw is found invalid by a court, it will be severed and the remainder of the 
bylaw will remain in effect. 
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Bylaw No. 1771, 2025  Page 2 of 2 
 

4) READINGS AND ADOPTION 
 

READ A FIRST TIME THIS   day of  

READ A SECOND TIME THIS  day of 

READ A THIRD TIME THIS   day of 

APPROVED BY THE INSPECTOR 
OF MUNICIPALITIES this   day of    

ADOPTED THIS    day of 
 
 
              ____ 
Chair/Vice-Chair    Corporate Officer/Deputy 
 
 

5) CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Fraser Valley Regional District Electoral 
Area C Community Parks Service Area Amendment Bylaw No. 1771, 2025 as read a third time by the 
Board of Directors of the Fraser Valley Regional District on        
 
Dated at Chilliwack, BC on    
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Corporate Officer/Deputy 
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                             STAFF REPORT  

   

To: Regional and Corporate Services Committee                                                             Date: 2025-02-13 

From:  Beth Klein, Controller/Deputy CFO  

Subject:  Sub-Regional Transit Service Area Establishment Bylaw Amendment - Requisition 

Increase 2025  

Reviewed by:  Kelly Lownsbrough, Director of Corporate Services / CFO 

Jaime Van Nes, Director of Legislative Services 

Jennifer Kinneman, Chief Administrative Officer 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board rescind third reading given to the bylaw cited as Fraser 

Valley Regional District Sub-Regional Transit Service Area Amendment Bylaw No. 1757, 2024; 

AND THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board give a new third reading and adoption to the 

bylaw cited as Fraser Valley Regional District Sub-Regional Transit Service Area Amendment Bylaw No. 

1757, 2024, as amended. 

 

BACKGROUND 

As part of the Financial Planning process, the FVRD will set tax requisition levels through the Financial 

Planning Bylaw for 5-year increments (confirmed and approved annually). As required by the Local 

Government Act (LGA), the FVRD is also required to adopt Service Area Establishing Bylaws, setting the 

maximum allowable requisition for each Service Area, with some exceptions. Periodically, Staff 

complete a review of the Financial Plan (the Plan), to ensure it does not exceed the maximum 

requisition stated in the Establishing Bylaw. 

The Sub-Regional Transit Service Area was established in 2012 to provide transit services in a portion 

of the FVRD. This Service Area is partially funded by the Village of Harrison, District of Kent, City of 

Chilliwack, and Electoral Area D. The bylaw currently in place allows for a maximum annual tax 

requisition of $312,500. 

Most recently in 2024, the Establishing bylaw was amended to increase the maximum annual tax 

requisition due to the increased cost in the annual operating agreement and to update the maximum 

calculation method to use a property value tax rate. However, this was not yet adopted because of an 

administrative error and is now being revised using the most up to date assessment data (2025 

Completed Roll).  
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DISCUSSION 

Staff are proposing revisions to the previously presented bylaw, updating the maximum taxation 

levels based on the 2025  2029 Financial Plan and using the 2025 Completed Assessment Roll data.  

There has been no change to the allocations that each Municipality or Electoral Area contribute to the 

maximum value; however, the previous maximum value has been updated to a property tax value rate 

of 0.02000/$1,000 or $754,120 whichever is greater, allowing for growth within the service area.   

The Sub-Regional Transit Service Area Amendment Bylaw No. 1757, 2025 is attached to this report for 

review and includes the amended maximum.  This bylaw will require municipal consent and Inspector 

approval prior to final adoption.   

 

COST 

This bylaw change is administrative in nature and sets the maximum limit to taxation, as per the 

requirements in legislation. Annual taxation is based upon the annually approved Financial Plan.  

The 2025  2029 Financial Plan for this service area requires an increase of approximately $48k total 

requisition compared to 2024 which is approximately $22k above the current maximum requisition 

amount.  

 

CONCLUSION 

As a step in the financial planning process, the Sub-Regional Transit Service Area bylaw is proposed to 

be amended, increasing the maximum requisition and updating the calculation to include a property 

value tax rate.  
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FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 
BYLAW NO. 1757, 2024 

 
A Bylaw to increase the requisition limit of the Sub-Regional Transit Service Area 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHEREAS Fraser Valley Regional District Sub-Regional Transit Service Area Establishment Bylaw 
No. 1178, 2012 was adopted by the Fraser Valley Regional District Board of Dir
on November 27, 2012; 
 
AND WHEREAS the maximum annual requisition for the Sub-

 $312,500; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Board wishes to add a property value tax rate to the maximum requisition 
clause; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Board wishes to increase the maximum amount that may be requisitioned 
under Bylaw 1178, 2012 by an amount greater than 25% of the baseline value and such an increase 
requires approval of the inspector; 
 
AND WHEREAS consent on behalf of electoral and municipal participating areas has been 
obtained; 
 
THEREFORE the Board enacts as follows: 

 
1) CITATION 
 
This Bylaw may be cited as Fraser Valley Regional District Sub-Regional Transit Service Area 
Amendment Bylaw No. 1757, 2024. 
 
 
2) ENACTMENTS 
 
That Fraser Valley Regional District Sub-Regional Transit Service Area Establishment Bylaw No. 
1178, 2012 is amended by deleting Section 2.e) in its entirety and substituting the following: 
 

-Regional Transit Service 
Area shall be $754,120 or an amount equal to that which could be raised by a property value tax 
rate of $0.0200/$1,000 applied to the net taxable value of the land and improvements within the 
Service Area, whichever is greater.  

 
 

3) SEVERABILITY 
 
If a portion of this bylaw is found invalid by a court, it will be severed and the remainder of the 
bylaw will remain in effect. 
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 Bylaw No. 1757, 2024  Page 2 of 2 

 
 
4) READINGS AND ADOPTION 
 

READ A FIRST TIME THIS   12th  day of December, 2024  

READ A SECOND TIME THIS  12th  day of December, 2024 

READ A THIRD TIME THIS   12th  day of December, 2024 

THIRD READING RESCINDED THIS day of  

REREAD A THIRD TIME THIS   day of 

APPROVED BY THE INSPECTOR 
OF MUNICIPALITIES this   day of    

ADOPTED THIS    day of 
 
 
 
            ____ 
Chair/Vice-Chair    Corporate Officer/Deputy 

 
 

5) CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Fraser Valley Regional District Sub-
Regional Transit Service Area Amendment Bylaw No. 1757, 2025 as re-read a third time by the 
Board of Directors of the Fraser Valley Regional District on        
 
Dated at Chilliwack, BC on  
   
 
 
_____________________ 
Corporate Officer/Deputy 
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                             STAFF REPORT 

    

To: Regional and Corporate Services Committee                                            Date: 2025-02-13 

From: Elias Ross, Environmental Services Coordinator   

Subject:  Abbotsford and Agassiz Air Quality Monitoring Stations - Licences of Occupation  

Reviewed by:  Lance Lilley, Manager of Environmental Services 

David Urban, Deputy Director of Regional Services 

Jaime Van Nes, Director of Legislative Services 

Stacey Barker, Director of Regional Services/Deputy CAO 

Jennifer Kinneman, Chief Administrative Officer 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board authorize its signatories to enter into a Licence of 

Occupation with the City of Abbotsford for the air quality monitoring station located at Mill Lake Park 

in Abbotsford; 

 

AND THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board authorize its signatories to enter into a Licence of 

Occupation with the District of Kent for the air quality monitoring station located at Centennial Park in 

Agassiz.  

BACKGROUND 

The Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD) operates a network of air quality monitoring stations within 

the region in order to collect critical air quality data, identify trends and conditions, and issue air quality 

advisories. There are six monitoring stations within the region, located in Abbotsford (2), Mission, 

Chilliwack, Kent, and Hope.  

DISCUSSION 

The Licenc botsford 

and at Centennial Park within the District of Kent have recently expired and require renewal.   

The proposed Licence of Occupation for the air quality monitoring station at Mill Lake Park in 

Abbotsford is between the City of Abbotsford s the FVRD ( ).  It is for a 

renewed 5-year term expiring in 2030. This station has been at this location for over 27 years, where it 

continues to collect essential air quality data. This station was recently outfitted with educational 

signage for park users to learn about the sensitive Lower Fraser Valley Airshed and the importance of 

air quality (Figure 1).   
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The proposed Licence of Occupation for the air quality monitoring station in Agassiz is for a renewed 

10-year term expiring February 28, 2035. Last year, this station was relocated from within the District of 

Centennial Park (Figure 2). Similar to the Mill Lake station, this monitoring station also 

has educational signage about air quality.   

 

 

COST 

There are no costs associated with these agreements.    

CONCLUSION 

The existing Licences of Occupation between the FVRD and the City of Abbotsford and the FVRD and 

Renewal of these agreements will allow for continued operation of these critical pieces of air quality 

monitoring infrastructure at these locations.    

Figure 1. The FVRD’s Air Quality Monitoring Station at 
Mill Lake Park, Abbotsford (May 2022).    

Figure 2. The FVRD’s Air Quality Monitoring Station at 
Centennial Park in Agassiz (January, 2025) 
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                             STAFF REPORT 

    

To: Regional and Corporate Services Committee                                           Date: 2025-02-13 

From: Elias Ross, Environmental Services Coordinator   

Subject:  Invasive Weed Control Program Service Agreement  

Reviewed by:  Lance Lilley, Manager of Environmental Services 

David Urban, Deputy Director of Regional Services 

Stacey Barker, Director of Regional Services/Deputy CAO 

Kelly Lownsbrough, Director of Corporate Services/CFO 

Jennifer Kinneman, Chief Administrative Officer 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board authorize its signatories to execute a new service 

agreement with the Fraser Valley Invasive Species Society for the management of invasive weeds 

related to Invasive Weed Control Program. 

BACKGROUND 

The Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD) operates an invasive weeds program targeting terrestrial 

noxious weeds that have potentially significant negative impacts on health and safety, agricultural 

production, infrastructure, and the environment. The four priority weeds managed as part of this 

program include giant hogweed, knotweed, wild chervil, and tansy ragwort.  

The portions of the program that involve invasive plant surveys, treatments, and public engagement 

are conducted as contracted services.  these services, which is with the Fraser 

Valley Invasive Species Society (FVISS), expires March 31, 2025.  A procurement process was conducted 

for the purposes of establishing a three-year service agreement starting April 1, 2025.   

DISCUSSION 

The FVRD issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for invasive weed control services on December 5, 2024. 

 and 

four proposals were received. 

Following evaluations of all proposals, the FVISS was identified as the preferred proponent to enter into 

another contract.  

completeness, and overall costs. The FVISS is a non-profit organization that is knowledgeable about 

local invasive weeds, has a strong understanding of the region, and is well-integrated with many 

agencies working on invasive weed control within the region.  They also have an established social 
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media presence that is instrumental in sharing knowledge about local invasive species with the 

community. 

With the direction from the Board, discussions will be initiated with the FVISS to execute a new service 

agreement for 2025-2028, with an option for the FVRD to extend for an additional two years. 

 COST 

The cost of the contract is $105,000 per year (not including applicable taxes) for 2025-2028.   These 

proposed program costs are available within the Invasive Weed Control Program budget (430).   

CONCLUSION 

As a result of a completed procurement process, the FVISS was identified as the preferred proponent 

FVISS is recommended.   

 

COMMENTS BY:  

Kelly Lownsbrough, Director of Corporate Services/CFO: This funding is available, subject to the 

approval of the proposed 2025-2029 Financial Plan. 
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                             STAFF REPORT  

   

To: Regional and Corporate Services Committee                                                             Date: 2025-02-13 

From:  Kate Fenton, Planner I, Indigenous Relations  

Subject: Boston Bar First  Grant Application Request for Support  

Reviewed by:  Melissa Geddert, Acting Manager of Integrated Planning & Engagement 

David Urban, Deputy Director of Regional Services 

Stacey Barker, Director of Regional Services/Deputy CAO 

Jennifer Kinneman, Chief Administrative Officer 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board acknowledges and supports 

application for a funding opportunity from the Federation of Canadian  Green 

Municipal Fund Feasibility Study Grant for the Boston Bar Geothermal and Green Hydrogen Project, in 

partnership with the Fraser Valley Regional District.  

 

AND THAT Boston Bar First Nation is the lead applicant on this project, and the Fraser Valley Regional 

District supports the application as the eligible local government with the Federation of Canadian 

Municipalities. 

 

AND THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District as a partner is absolved from any financial or 

administrative obligations to this project.  

                                         

BACKGROUND 

The Boston Bar First Nation (BBFN) is a member of the Nlaka'pamux Nation. Their territory spans south-

central British Columbia, and they have 12 reserves located within the Fraser Canyon and Electoral 

Area A. BBFN has requested support from the Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD) for a resolution to 

endorse the Federation of Candian Municipalities (FCM) Green Municipal Fund (GMF) Feasibility Study 

Grant application, see attached request. This grant would allow investigation into the feasibility of a 

geothermal power plant on Kopchitchin 2 (adjacent to North Bend), to provide backup power to 

Tuckkwiowhum 1 (south of Boston Bar).  

DISCUSSION 

Power outages are a frequent occurrence in the 

damaged by rockslides, snowslides, and accidents. Sometimes power outages can last for an entire 

day. For backup power, BBFN previously relied on a small-scale run-of-river hydroelectric facility on 
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Scuzzy Creek, but it was destroyed by flooding in 2023. This has forced reliance on diesel generators 

and wood-burning stoves for backup power. Both of these alternatives have significant environmental 

impacts and create fuel dependence.   

To address these challenges and improve energy security, BBFN is exploring a seven mega watt (MW) 

geothermal plant (scalable to 100 MW) with an integrated green hydrogen production facility. This 

would provide a reliable, locally controlled, renewable energy source.  

FCM GMF provides funding to support feasibility studies that outline the design of a proposed 

community energy system. For Indigenous communities to qualify for this funding application, they 

must secure support from a Canadian municipal government in an official capacity, such as a Board 

resolution. BBFN will apply for the funding as the lead applicant, with the FVRD as their local 

government partner. The FVRD will provide representation on the project team solely as an observer, 

and is not be required to provide logistical, administrative or financial support.  

Indigenous Relations goals as 

outlined in the 2023-2026 Strategic Plan, such as exploring opportunities with Indigenous governing 

bodies on the provision of local services, nurturing strong relationships based on reconciliation and 

shared goals, and the development and implementation of joint advocacy efforts and projects. With 

the Board's support, BBFN can successfully apply to the FCM GMF and take significant steps toward a 

more secure and sustainable energy future.  

COST 

There are no financial implications with providing this resolution. The funding will be awarded to 

BBFN who have assumed responsibility for executing this project.  

CONCLUSION 

BBFN, located in the Fraser Canyon, experiences frequent and extended power outages due to 

damage to BC Hydro lines. The destruction of their backup hydroelectric facility in 2023 has left the 

community dependent on diesel generators and wood stoves. To enhance energy security and 

sustainability, BBFN is proposing a geothermal plant with integrated hydrogen production. Securing 

funding for a feasibility study requires the support of a Canadian municipal government. Therefore, 

BBFN is seeking a requirement for their GMF application.  

 

 

 

104



 
 
 

 

 

      

 
To: Executive Council 
From: Theo  
Date: 30th January 2025  
Subject: Urgent Request for Municipal Support Resolution in February– Boston 
Bar First Nation Geothermal and Green Hydrogen Project 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Boston Bar First Nation urgently seeks the Fraser Valley Regional District’s (FVRD) 
support in passing a municipal resolution to endorse our proposed Integrated Geothermal 
and Green Hydrogen Power Facility. This resolution is a prerequisite for applying to the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Green Municipal Fund Feasibility Study 
Grant. Given the long lead times for feasibility study and capital funding applications 6 
months and 8 months, respectively including the time to apply for the application. Any 
delay in obtaining this resolution risks delaying project implementation, exacerbating 
existing power reliability issues in the Fraser Canyon. 

Why Immediate Support is Essential: 

• Frequent Power Outages: Rockslides, snow slides, and accidents frequently 
damage BC Hydro’s power lines, leaving residents and businesses without 
electricity for over 25 hours at a time in Boston Bar First Nation. 

• Public Safety Risk: Critical services, including hospitals, gas stations, restaurants, 
and emergency services, are at risk during outages, affecting public safety and 
economic stability. 

• Climate Resilience & Energy Independence: The destruction of the region’s 6 
MW hydro project in December 2023 underscores the vulnerability of existing 
energy infrastructure. 

• Indigenous-Led Clean Energy Innovation: This project will establish Boston Bar as 
a leader in green energy while creating employment, skill-building opportunities, 
and long-term economic benefits for the entire region. 

• Zero Financial Burden on FVRD: The feasibility study grant provides up to 
$200,000 (50% of eligible costs) as a non-repayable grant to Boston Bar First 
Nation, with the First Nation assuming full execution responsibility. 

PO Box 369, Boston Bar BC, V0K 1C0 

Phone: 604-867-8844 Fax: 604-867-9317 
BBARBANDD@UNISERVE.COM 

PO Box 369 

Boston Bar BC 

V0K 1C0 

 

604-867-8844 
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• We respectfully urge the Council to approve this resolution at the earliest 
possible date in February to keep the project on track. 

 

PROJECT OVERVIEW & REGIONAL BENEFITS 

The Boston Bar First Nation Integrated Geothermal and Green Hydrogen Power Facility will 
address power instability in the Fraser Canyon by developing a 7 MW geothermal plant, scalable 
to 100 MW, with an integrated green hydrogen production facility. The project will provide a 
reliable, locally controlled, renewable energy source that ensures energy security for residents 
and businesses between Spences Bridge and Spuzzum. 
Key Benefits: 

• Improved Energy Security: Ensures continuous power supply to the 103-km 
Fraser Canyon corridor during BC Hydro outages. 

• GHG Emission Reductions: 
o 7 MW Plant: Offsets 5.6M liters of diesel per year, reducing GHG 

emissions by 15,236 tonnes annually. 
o 100 MW Plant: Reduces 224,000 tonnes of CO₂ annually, aligning with 

Canada’s net-zero goals. 
• Economic Growth & Job Creation: 

o 40 full-time jobs and 1,200 indirect/contractual jobs in construction, 
operation, and maintenance. 

o Training programs in geothermal and hydrogen energy for Indigenous 
youth and local residents. 

• Green Hydrogen Exports: 
o 7 MW Plant: Produces 1,689 tonnes of green hydrogen annually. 
o 100 MW Plant: Produces 24,128 tonnes of green hydrogen annually, with 

export opportunities to the USA, Asia-Pacific, and Europe. 
o Revenue to be around: 150-250 million CAD per year 

• Climate Resilience & Indigenous Sovereignty: 
o Reduces reliance on external power sources. 
o Ensures 100% community ownership and control over energy revenues 

and future development. 

 

FCM FEASIBILITY STUDY GRANT & MUNICIPAL RESOLUTION REQUIREMENT 

Boston Bar First Nation is seeking FCM Feasibility Study funding to advance early-stage 
technical assessments. As an Indigenous community, we can only access this grant by 
partnering with a municipality, making FVRD’s participation essential. 
 

• Funding Structure: Covers up to 50% of feasibility study costs, up to a $200,000 
grant. ( 100% grant funding) 

106



• No Financial Obligation for FVRD: The funding is awarded to Boston Bar First 
Nation, which assumes all responsibilities for execution. 

• Process: 
1. FVRD passes a resolution to endorse and support the project (this does 

not imply financial commitment). 
2. Boston Bar First Nation submits the feasibility study application. 
3. Grant review (4-5 months); funds awarded for feasibility assessment. 
4. Upon successful study completion, Boston Bar proceeds to capital 

funding applications. 
 

Failure to secure this resolution in a timely manner could result in a one-year delay in 
funding access, preventing the community from addressing its energy security needs. 

 

REQUESTED ACTION 

We urge the Executive Council to: 
1. Pass the resolution to endorse and support Boston Bar First Nation’s application 

to the FCM Green Municipal Fund Feasibility Study. 
2. Ensure this resolution is passed at the earliest possible date in the month of 

February 2025 to prevent unnecessary delays. 
 

The approval of this resolution represents a pivotal step toward securing a sustainable, 
resilient, and Indigenous-led energy future for the Fraser Valley region. Your leadership 
and timely action on this matter are crucial to ensuring the success of this 
transformative project. 
 
We appreciate your support and look forward to collaborating with FVRD to make this 
vision a reality. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Theo Warkentin, CEO,  
Boston Bar First Nation Economic Development Corporation 
Boston Bar First Nation 
 
ph. (604) 726-1435 

PO Box 369 Boston Bar BC V0K 1C0 
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                             STAFF REPORT  

   

To: Regional and Corporate Services Committee                                                             Date: 2025-02-13 

From:  Theresa Alexander, Planner 1  

Subject:  Rural Transit Needs Assessment and Action Plan Update  

Reviewed by:   Alison Stewart, Manager of Strategic Planning 

David Urban, Deputy Director of Regional Services 

Stacey Barker, Director of Regional Services/Deputy CAO 

Kelly Lownsbrough, Director of Corporate Services/CFO 

Jennifer Kinneman, Chief Administrative Officer 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board direct staff, subject to not receiving confirmation of  

funding from the Rural Transit Solutions Fund by the end of March 2025, to use Strategic Planning and 

Initiatives surplus funds to complete the Rural Transit Needs Assessment and Action Plan in lieu of 

receiving federal funding;  

AND THAT the scope of the project be adjusted to also assess handyDART connections between the 

urban centres.    

 

BACKGROUND 

In September 2023, the Board directed staff to submit an application to 

Transit Solutions Fund (RTSF) Planning Stream for the funding necessary to complete a regional Rural 

Transit Needs Assessment and Action Plan. 

This work would identify unmet transit and transportation needs and develop strategies to enhance 

services, improve accessibility, and promote sustainable transportation solutions for rural 

communities and First Nations within the Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD).  

 

DISCUSSION 

FVRD residents living in rural communities often have limited or no access to public and private transit 

services, especially following the loss of Greyhound in 2018, which left non-driving residents, 

especially those in the Fraser Canyon, with few transportation options.  
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Residents in rural communities must often travel to urban centers to access employment, health care, 

attend school, and maintain important social connections.  With limited transportation options, it is 

often more difficult for rural residents to meet their daily needs and access important services. This 

can be especially challenging for those impacted by poverty or experiencing health challenges.  

In June 2023, the FVRD received a request from the District of Kent to assess the feasibility of 

 handyDART program within its Agassiz-Harrison (AGH) Transit service.  

HandyDART is an accessible, door-to-door shared transit service for people with permanent or 

temporary disabilities that prevent them from using fixed-route transit without assistance from 

another person. 

In response to this request, staff recommended a broader and more inclusive approach by 

undertaking a regional Rural Transit Needs Assessment and Action Plan, which would include an 

emphasis on access to local and regional health services. A proposed budget of $75,000 was 

determined based on undertakings similar in nature and scope by qualified and experienced 

consultants. 

The Rural Transit Needs Assessment and Action Plan would identify transportation gaps, needs, and 

potential solutions for rural communities 

custom or 

paratransit services, such as handyDART, in communities not currently enrolled in these types of 

service, as well as innovative rural transit solutions .  

Improving access to local and regional health services is a priority of the Fraser Health Authority and 

an area of considerable advocacy, especially on behalf of smaller and more remote commnunities in 

the region. Prior 

Macro Health Grant. The FVRD was successful in its application and was awarded $25,000 towards the 

project, specifically to supplement the project in the Hope and Fraser Canyon area. 

On May 21, 2024 staff submitted an application for $50,000 to Infrastructure C Rural Transit 

Solutions Fund (RTSF ) for the bulk of the funds needed to complete the project. Unfortunately, staff 

have not received notice of a funding decision, or information as to when a decision is expected. 

Despite efforts by staff and commitment from Fraser Health, this project has not been able to proceed 

without a funding decision from Infrastructure Canada. Per the RTSF application guidelines, a project 

will lose its eligibility if initiated before approval. 

 

 June 22, 2023: Letter to Board from District of Kent staff requesting the FVRD explore the 

feasibility introducing handyDART to the Agassiz-Harrison Transit service. 

 RTSF Planning 

Stream for the regional Rural Transit Needs Assessment and Action Plan. 

 December 5, 2023 RTSF Planning Stream application window re-opens.  
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the Fraser Canyon for $25,000.  

 May 2, 2024: Staff received confirmation of $25,000 grant awarded by Fraser Health. 

 May 21, 2024: Staff submitted application to RTSF for $50,000. 

 July 2024  January 2025: Multiple inquiries by staff to Infrastructure Canada regarding the 

 The most recent inquiry on January 21, 2025 provided no 

new information.  

Access to transit is a continuing concern for rural communities in the region, whether for day-to-day 

needs or access to health services.  The lack of access to health services is repeatedly expressed in 

public consultation on transportation and transit-related initiatives. With ongoing uncertainty in 

this spring, 

consideration should be given to find an alternate source of funding for the Rural Transit Needs 

Assessment and Action Plan.   

When first discussed with the Board in 2023, the intent was for all costs to be provided through grant 

funding.  The importance of this iniaitive has not declined  and other gaps have been identified where 

health-related trips are 

handyDART connections between Chilliwack and the Central Fraser Valley (Abbotsford-Mission) transit 

service areas.  For example, residents served by the Chilliwack handyDART service (Chilliwack, Area H 

and Area E) cannot use handyDART to access services in Abbotsford. 

The $25,000 Fraser Health Macro Health grant has already been received and there is an expectation 

that the initiative will move forward this year.   Staff are proposing that subject to not receiving 

confirmation of  RTSF funding by the end of March 2025, to consider the use of Strategic Planning and 

Initiatives (601) surplus funds to complete the Rural Transit Needs Assessment and Action Plan in lieu 

of receiving federal funding.   One of the benefits of self-funding is the ability to adjust the scope to 

include an  assessment of handyDART connections between urban centres, not just rural 

communities, to better serve the region as a whole.  

To reflect regional interests, the feasibility of introducing handyDART to areas not currently enrolled in 

the program, such the AGH Transit service, and a greater emphasis on transportation challenges and 

opportunities associated with accessing regional health services. This update recognizes that all 

residents may need to access regional health services at some point or routinely in their lifetimes, and 

that transportation must not be a barrier to do so.   

 

COST 

The original project budget of $75,000 reflected the costs of similar projects comparable in scope, 

geographic size, and jurisdictional complexity.  If there is a change in scope to address inter-municipal 

connections there could be a nominal increase to the overall project costs.  Staff propose that $60,000 

in departmental funds be used to fund this project in combination with the $25,000 in grant funding 
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already received from Fraser Health (Hope and Fraser Canyon). The Regional Strategic Planning and 

Initiaves (601) appropriated surplus account holds sufficient funds to support this initiative.   

If the RTSF funding is not secured, a budget amendment will be brought forward to amend the 

Regional Strategic Planning and Initiatives (601) budget.  

 

CONCLUSION 

The Rural Transit Needs Assessment and Action Plan is a key action item in the FVRD

for 2023-2026 and supports many Regional Growth Strategy policies related to community well-being, 

transportation, and climate change. Further, this project is an important step is addressing the 

transportation concerns and priorities shared by First Nations and the public during engagement for 

Regional Growth Strategy update, the Active Transportation Network Plan and other 

initiatives. 

 

COMMENTS BY:  

Kelly Lownsbrough, Director of Corporate Services/CFO:  If supported, a formal budget 

amendment will be brought forward at a later date to formally amend the 2025-2029 Financial Plan. 
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2 Development Permits
3 Development Variance Permits
6 Subdivision referrals
1 Rezoning application
1 ALC Referral 

Hosted Shannon Community Park community
engagement to plan for 2025 playground equipment
replacement
Vedder River Campground hosted planting day with a
local school in partnership with Tree Canada who
provided $10,000 towards re-greening and irrigation
installation
Upgrades to Dogwood Valley Trail were completed
including new stairs
Resurfacing of the Lakeside Trail section by the
Cottages completed
100 participants at sponsored Family Skate event
140 participants at Skate with Santa event 
Fitness programs saw steady participation with
nearly 100 attendees collectively
Over 182 hrs of swimming lane reservations
840 skate rentals

FINANCE
6,290 Utilities Invoices issued
169 Employee changes completed
415 A/R Invoices processed
7,545 A/P Invoices processed
26 Payroll cycles

Inspections
24

50 FOI Requests

HIGHLIGHTS
FVRD Board elected Chairs and Vice-Chairs for the upcoming year. Patricia Ross was elected as the FVRD
Board Chair, Chris Kloot as the FVRD Board Vice-Chair. No changes to the Fraser Valley Regional Hospital
District Board as Chair Sylvia Pranger and Acting Chair Paul Horn were acclaimed. 

ENGINEERING & UTILITIES

 1-45950 Cheam Avenue, Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1N6fvrd.ca

BUILDING INSPECTION

-Building Permits

EA PLANNING

Foodmesh provided update in November on the Fraser Valley Food Recovery Network. There are 219
network participants in the region.

ADMINISTRATION
49 sets of agendas and minutes issued
25 committee/board meetings 244 total calls - FVRD Fire Depts.

644 park patrols by Animal Control in
Abbotsford, Chilliwack and Mission
119 dogs impounded
13 dogs placed into new homes
785 files attended by Animal Control
Officers

PROTECTIVE SERVICES

PLANNING INITIATIVES
Board support for new North of Fraser 

       transit service in 2026
Increased FVX services to accomodate strong
ridership growth
Sts’ailes Community to Community Forum
continued
Grant submitted for Indigenous Cultural Safety
training

4th Quarter Update October 1 - December 31, 2024

CORPORATE SERVICES

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGIONAL SERVICES

12 Job Postings
HUMAN RESOURCES

240 Help Desk Tickets - Opened
212 Help Desk Tickets - Closed

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT; GIS; FIRE DISPATCH)
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Initiated procurement process for Invasive 
       Weed Control

300 radon test kits distributed in the region
Launched Regional Municipal Slid Waste Disposal
Capacity Study
Received delegation presentation from FoodMesh
on 2024 food diversion efforts

PARKS & RECREATION Construction continued for North Cultus WWTP
Cashless payment system implemented at the
Chaumox Landfill
Completion of annual dike inspections
Replaced the flow-meter at the Caryks Road
Pumpstation within the Popkum Water System
Refurbishment of the Morris Valley WWTP
completed
Total water produced in all water systems in 

       2024 = 1,171,165 cubic meters
Total wastewater treated in all sewer systems in
2024 = 206,126 cubic meters

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

FireSmart
3 individual assessments
1 neighbourhood assessments 

3  Level1 ESS calls
2  9-1-1 outages
3  Hosted training sessions 
2  Attended training sessions

25,253 Followers
(Facebook, X, Instagram, LinkedIn)

COMMUNICATIONS
349 Social Media Posts

Building Permits - Value

BYLAW
29 New files
80 Inspections
89 File reviews 
449 Active Bylaw files

$6.54M

288
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                             STAFF REPORT  

   

To: Fraser Valley Regional District Board                                                              Date: 2025-02-13 

From:  Samantha Piper, Manager of Communications  

Subject:  2025 Advocacy and LMLGA Resolutions  

Reviewed by: Kelly Lownsbrough, Director of Corporate Services and CFO 

  Jennifer Kinneman, Chief Administrative Officer 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board direct staff to forward two resolutions to the Lower 
Mainland Local Government Association (LMLGA) for consideration at its Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) and Conference from April 29  May 1, 2025;  
 
AND THAT the Fraser Valley Regional District Board direct staff to further develop an Advocacy Plan, 
following 14 issues in 2025. 
 
RESOLUTION #1: Illegal dumping in rural areas clean-up funding 
 

WHEREAS the Province of British Columbia does not have a funding policy in place to offset 

costs associated to illegal dumping in rural areas of British Columbia;  

AND WHEREAS the dumping/tipping fees, equipment, and fuel costs to clean-up the effects 

of abandoned vehicles, garbage, and litter unfairly places hardships on the efforts of 

dedicated volunteers and requires the backing of private donations to cover the costs 

associated with the clean-up work; 

AND WHEREAS these sites are unsightly, negatively impact environmentally sensitive areas 

including waterways and natural spaces, posing a threat to public safety; 

AND WHEREAS the sites are located on rural Crown land area, and can be directly associated 

with the impacts of low inventories of affordable housing in the Province of British Columbia;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Union of British Columbia Municipalities ask the provincial 

government to take urgent steps to develop a policy to support a community-based funding 

model to support clean-up efforts on Crown lands undertaken by volunteers and organized 

interest groups.   
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RESOLUTION #2:  Unmet Demands on Social and Community Infrastructure as a Result of 
Provincial Housing Targets 
 

WHEREAS the mandate letters of the sitting provincial government include 

 Growing the economy; 

 Affordability; 

 Strengthening healthcare; and 

 Community safety 

AND WHEREAS the Province has mandated accelerated and densified housing, placing 

historical and unmet demands on social and community infrastructure such as education, 

transit, social welfare and supportive housing;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Union of British Columbia Municipalities ask the 

provincial government to focus on strengthening complete communities and make 

historically significant investments in schools, community mental health, and transit to 

accommodate growth.  

 

BACKGROUND 

The FVRD Board has two Standing Committees whose terms of reference include the development of 

strategies to advocate to other levels of government on issues of concern within the Fraser Valley. The 

EA Advocacy Committee and the Intergovernmental Relations Committee met in late January 2025 

and provided staff with a list of 14 topics to potentially bring forward as resolutions to the LMLGA for 

consideration or to continue to research and monitor for ongoing advocacy.  

 

Resolutions endorsed at the LMLGA AGM & Conference are submitted to the Union of British 

Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) for consideration at its annual Convention. The 2025 LMLGA AGM & 

Conference is scheduled for April 29 to May 1, 2025. The submission deadline for resolutions is 

Wednesday, March 5, 2025. This report provides summaries of all of the issues raised by the Board for 

advocacy in 2025 and offers recommendations for approaches, including research, resolutions, 

meeting requests and monitoring. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The following topics will be included in the 2025 Advocacy Plan. The Plan will be reviewed by the EA 

Advocacy Committee and the Intergovernmental Relations Committee throughout the year and does 

not preclude the Board from bringing new topics forward for consideration throughout 2025.  

 

 

 

 

114



1. Illegal dumping in rural areas clean-up funding 
 
Status: RESOLUTION 
 
Rationale: There is no provincial funding process to support the efforts of volunteer groups who rally 

and coordinate their efforts to clean up illegal dumping sites, which typically occur on Crown land. 

The costs are often the burden of the volunteers involved in the clean-up or through one-off private 

contributions. Illegal dumping sites continue to be problematic because of the public safety risks, 

environmental risks, and unsightliness for neighbours and people enjoying natural settings.  

 
2. Unmet Demands on Social and Community Infrastructure as a Result of Provincial Housing 
Targets 
 
Status: RESOLUTION 
 
Rationale: The Ministry mandate letters released from the Province prioritize growing the economy, 

affordability, strengthening healthcare and community safety. However, these mandates fail to 

include the importance of social and community infrastructure such as schools, transit sustainability, 

and community health as part of their Provincial targets. The importance for government to focus on 

making complete communities that include social infrastructure and coordination of services is 

paramount for every community in British Columbia.  

 
3. Follow-up to the 2024 UBCM Resolution on Management of Fire Risk on Crown Land 
 
Status: MEETING REQUEST 
 
Rationale: FVRD staff has been directed by the FVRD Board to request a meeting with the Minister of 

Forests, Honourable Ravi Parmar. The meeting will be to continue discussions on the FVRD   

Resolution NR33 (endorsed) from the 2024 UBCM Convention, Managing Fire Risk on Crown Land. 

 

 
4. Follow-up to the 2024 UBCM Resolution on Disaster Financial Assistance for Victims of 
Climate Related Events 
 
Status: MEETING REQUEST 

Rationale: FVRD staff received direction from the FVRD Board to request a meeting with the Minister of 

Emergency Management and Climate Readiness, Honourable Kelly Greene. The meeting will be to 

continue discussions on the FVRD  Resolution EB33 (endorsed) from the 2024 UBCM 

Convention, Disaster Financial Assistance for Victims of Climate Related Events.  
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5. Legislative Amendments Allowing for Provincial Agencies and Local Governments to Seize 
Property Association with Illegal Fill Activities 
 
Status: RESEARCH 
 
Rationale: A Resolution is not feasible at this time based on the following: 
 

 FVRD staff received direction from the FVRD Board to develop a soil deposit bylaw for the 
FVRD. This project is in the proposed 2025 work plan but currently not drafted. Requesting 
authorities for local government bylaw enforcement where no bylaw currently exists is not 
appropriate. 

 To date, there has been no authentic consultation with the Ministry of Environment, 
Agricultural Land Commission, Indigenous Communities in British Columbia, or Local 
Governments in British Columbia;  

 To date, there has been no consultation to determine the preference of implementing Peace 
Officer status for specific resources resulting in the ability to seize property associated with 
illegal fill activities; 

 To date, there is no research available on the financial impacts of the intended change; 

 To date, there is no indication of the timeline needed to make such legislative amendments 
and the impact on Provincial Agencies and Local Governments. 

 
Therefore, additional research and time for authentic consultation is required prior to developing a 
Resolution.   
 
6. Protection, Preservation, and Optimization of Industrial Lands 
 
Status: RESEARCH/MEETING REQUEST 
 
Rationale: A Resolution is not feasible at this time based on the following: 
 

 The January 2025 Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and Industry (JEDI) ministerial 

inventory of existing industrial lands, carrying out a land-use needs assessment and a 
strategy for protecting and growing the industrial land base.  

 In late 2023, FVRD staff were approached by JEDI staff to discuss an initiative related to 
- work with local governments and 

others to advise the Province on issues related to pressures on trade-enabling land.  Several 
meetings were held in early 2024, but no further meetings have been held since then.  

 The perspectives of local First Nations will be essential in this work. 

 FVRD staff will continue to monitor and make arrangements to speak with the Ministry to 
 

 
Staff recommend that additional research with JEDI staff is required prior to developing a Resolution. 

The FVRD Board may wish to request a meeting with the Minister of Jobs, Economic Development and 

Industry to further explore the path they are taking to meet their mandate.  
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7. Provincial Insurance Program for Victims of Climate-Related Events Who Are Ineligible for 
Disaster Financial Assistance 
 
Status: MONITOR 
 
Rationale: No Resolution is necessary at this time. On January 29, 2025, the Government of Canada 
announced the modernization of the Disaster Financial Assistance Arrangements (DFAA) program. 
The Government of Canada worked closely with provincial and territorial governments in the review 
of the DFAA and noted significant inputs from Canadian and international experts. The modernized 
program is anticipated to be in effect April 1, 2025. Within the updated DFAA Guidelines Section, 
10.6.11(b) supports the aspiration of the resolution maiden request:  
 

10.6.11 Repair/reconstruction of homes 
b. Homes that did not suffer structural damage but are now unsafe for occupancy (as 
established by a suitably qualified professional) as a direct result of an eligible disaster 
are eligible. 

 

8. 
Program to Ensure All Housing is Being Adequately Assessed and Taxed 
 
Status: MONITOR 
 
Rationale: No Resolution is warranted at this time. FVRD staff contacted BC Assessment and they 
confirmed if there were ever resource concerns, the topic would be discussed between BC Assessment 
and the Province of British Columbia. Each Municipality and Regional District has their own dedicated 
contact person within BC Assessment. If there are any concerns with assessments in any area 
throughout British Columbia, there are BC Assessment resources in place to assist with those 
concerns.  
 
 
9. Implementation of a 9-1-1 Call Answer Levy on Cellular Devices 
 
Status: MONITOR 
 
Rationale: No Resolution is warranted at this time. The Union of BC Municipalities has received past 
resolutions for a 9-1-1 call levy on wireless services: 
 

 Year: 2004, Number: SR1; Sponsor: UBCM Executive; Convention Decision: Endorsed 

 Year: 2011, Number: B13; Sponsor: Cariboo RD; Convention Decision: Endorsed 

 Year: 2021, Number: EB7; Sponsor: Bulkley-Nechako RD; Convention Decision: Endorsed 

 Year: 2023, Number: RR17; Sponsor: Nelson; Convention Decision: Not Admitted for Debate 

 Year: 2023, Number SR2; Sponsor: UBCM Executive; Convention Decision: Endorsed as 

Amended 

; 

however, there is a Provincial Response from the 2021 Resolution  Ministry staff would 

undertake further work to explore funding mechanism to support 9-1-1 services, such as the 
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establishment of a call answer levy on wireless phones and, in recognition that this is a cross-ministry 

issue, will work with colleagues at the Ministry of Municipal Affairs.  

10. BILL 44 and the Requirement for a Housing Needs Assessment 
 
Status: MONITOR 
 
Rationale: FVRD staff received direction from the FVRD Board to monitor for future Lower Mainland 
Local Government Association resolutions or advocacy opportunities. 
 
 
11. Legislative Amendments Allowing for Provincial and Local Government Access to Private 
Property to Undertake Recovery Works Following Weather Related Events Such as the 2021 
Atmospheric River Event 
 
Status: MONITOR 
 
Rationale: FVRD staff received direction from the FVRD Board to monitor for future Lower Mainland 
Local Government Association resolutions or advocacy opportunities. 
 
 
12. Provincial Funding Program for Radon Mitigation 
 
Status: MONITOR 
 
Rationale: FVRD staff received direction from the FVRD Board to monitor funding for radon mitigation 
efforts and consider future Lower Mainland Local Government Association resolutions or advocacy 
efforts by the FVRD Board. Staff will follow up with provincial staff contacts for updates. 
 
 
13. Equitable Approach to Shelter Bed Locations 
 
Status: MONITOR 
 
Rationale: FVRD staff received direction from the FVRD Board to 
release regarding the equitable approach to shelter bed locations and consider whether an FVRD-led 
resolution or endorsement of a City of Chilliwack resolution could be achieved. Staff contacted the 
City of Chilliwack and confirmed that their staff intend to bring forward a resolution to Council in 

uary 
Board meeting. 
 
14. Food Security Crisis 
 
Status: MONITOR 
 
Rationale: FVRD staff received direction from the FVRD Board to monitor for future advocacy 
opportunities to address the food security crisis.  
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COST 

There is no financial implication associated with submitting resolutions to LMLGA for consideration.  

CONCLUSION 

Staff recommends approval of the submission of the two resolutions to the Lower Mainland Local 
Government Association (LMLGA) for consideration at its Annual General Meeting (AGM) and 
Conference from April 29  May 1, 2025. There are 14 topics for the 2025 Advocacy Plan. In addition to 
the two resolutions, staff recommends approval of the 2025 Advocacy Plan with the additional 
categories of meeting requests, monitor, and research. 
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DISTRICT OF 

Ht, PE 
325 Wallace Street, P.O. Box 609 Hope, B.C. V0X IL0 

Phone: 604-869-5671 Facsimile: 604-869-2275 
Website: www.hope.ca 
Email: info@hope.ca 

Office of t.ie .Mayor 
2025-01-13 

Honourable Niki Sharma 
Attorney General of BC 
PO Box 9044 
Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC vaw 9E2 

Dear Attorney General: 

Re: Prolific Criminal Activity and the Justice System 

I am writing to you today to share the concerns of not only Hope residents, but of other 
communities who have watched prolific criminals mock the justice system and escalate 
their aggressive activities. If we do not start doing something to change the justice system, 
these criminal elements will become mentors to the next generation. We are in a 
recession where the economy is tightening around us, which means inflation, less 
disposable income, and fewer jobs resulting in more crime. We know you cannot address 
all the criminal elements in each community, but the businesses and residents need to 
know we are working on a solution. 

Our Council would like to propose looking at several prolific offenders in each community 
to evaluate the cause of the criminal activity including drugs, mental issues and way of 
life. As of now, if we are to take action in our community, we have five persons of major 
interest on our radar. If these individuals were dealt with and removed from our 
community, crime would drop by an estimated 70%. Additionally, this would take away 
the criminal anti-social mentors for the younger generation. This would be a game
changer for our RCMP in showing the difference they can make if given the reinforcement 
in their mandate and the increased public respect that comes with it. We must get this 
done! 

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter, and I look forward to your response 
regarding the concerns I share with my fellow colleagues across BC municipalities. 

~ 
Victor Smith 
Mayor 
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