
 

 

 
 
Via Email:   Jkinneman@fvrd.ca 
 
 
Dear Ms. Kinneman, 
 
Re: City of Chilliwack UBCM Resolution Submission – Equitable Distribution of Shelter Beds 
 
At its regular meeting of February 11, 2025, Chilliwack City Council endorsed a proposed Union of 
British Columbia Municipalities resolution submission, ”Equitable Distribution of Emergency Shelter 
Beds,” to be forwarded to the UFVRD for endorsement and further submission to the Local 
Government Management Association, by March 5, 2025. 
 
Enclosed is a copy of the certified resolution, the backgrounder to accompany it, and the Council 
staff report for information. 
 
If you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 603-793-2969 or 
stanton@chilliwack.com 
  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Karen Stanton 
Director, Public Safety and Social Development 
 
 

 
Jennifer Kinneman, CAO 
Fraser Valley Regional District 
1-45950 Cheam Avenue 
Chilliwack, BC  V2P 1N6 

February 13, 2025 
 
 

mailto:stanton@chilliwack.com


CERTIFIED RESOLUTION OF COUNCIL: 

 

 

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution passed by the Council of the City of Chilliwack at 

its regular meeting of February 11, 2025: 

 

“Moved / Lum 

Seconded / Shields 

That Council endorse the proposed Union of British Columbia Municipalities resolution submission, 

"Equitable Distribution of Shelter Beds", as follows: 

 

SHORT TITLE:  EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF EMERGENCY SHELTER BEDS 

 

LOCAL GOVERNEMENT NAME: CITY OF CHILLIWACK 

 

WHEREAS the Province of British Columbia, through BC Housing, is responsible for ensuring that 

emergency shelter beds are available to meet the needs of individuals experiencing homelessness 

across all communities; 

 

AND WHEREAS some communities have a disproportionately high number of emergency shelter 

beds per capita compared to other jurisdictions, causing unsustainable pressure on local resources 

and services in those communities; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Union of British Columbia Municipalities call on the 

Province of British Columbia and BC Housing to develop and implement a comprehensive, 

regionally equitable strategy for the distribution of emergency shelter beds, ensuring that all 

communities provide proportional and sustainable shelter capacity relative to their population and 

local service capacity. 

 

Carried unanimously” 

 
 

 

Dated at Chilliwack BC this   

12th day of February, 2025. Jacqueline Morgan, CMC 

Corporate Officer 
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2025 UBCM RESOLUTION SUBMISSION 
 
 
SHORT TITLE:  EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF EMERGENCY SHELTER BEDS 
  
LOCAL GOVERNMENT NAME:  CITY OF CHILLIWACK  
 
WHEREAS the Province of British Columbia, through BC Housing, is responsible for ensuring 
that emergency shelter beds are available to meet the needs of individuals experiencing 
homelessness across all communities; 
  
AND WHEREAS some communities have a disproportionately high number of emergency 
shelter beds per capita compared to other jurisdictions, causing unsustainable pressure on 
local resources and services in those communities; 
  
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Union of British Columbia Municipalities call on the 
Province of British Columbia and BC Housing to develop and implement a comprehensive, 
regionally equitable strategy for the distribution of emergency shelter beds, ensuring that all 
communities provide proportional and sustainable shelter capacity relative to their 
population and local service capacity. 

 
 
  



Backgrounder – Equitable Distribution of Shelter Beds 
 

The Government of British Columbia, through BC Housing, is responsible for the provision of 
shelter beds to meet the needs of people experiencing homelessness in communities across 
the province. 
 
2023 Homeless Point in Time (PiT) Counts illustrate a growing number of people experiencing 
homelessness in communities throughout British Columbia (2023 Report on Homeless Counts 
in BC; 2023_Homeless_Count_for_Greater_Vancouver.pdf; 2023 12 11_Final 2023 PiT 
Report_web.pdf; Home Page - BcHousing Shelter) 
 
The Province’s current approach to shelter development allows each community to self-
determine their role in supporting emergency shelter provision.  This has resulted   
in an inequitable distribution of emergency shelter beds and related supports across 
communities.  Information compiled from BC Housing’s online shelter map, shows that within 
the Lower Mainland, there are only three communities providing 2 or more beds per 1,000 
population, while another twelve are providing between 0 and 1.61 beds per 1,000 
population.   
 
Where no beds exist in a community, people experiencing homelessness in that community 
must leave that community for shelter elsewhere.   However, providing people at-risk-of, or 
experiencing, homelessness with shelter in their home communities, where familiar 
surroundings and established supports (social, cultural, familial and medical) exist contributes 
to better physical and mental health outcomes for that individual.   
 
Spreading emergency shelter beds and related services out equitably across all communities, 
rather than concentrating them in a few communities, is a better approach not only for 
individuals who require those services; it also ensures that any given community’s medical, 
social, emergency services, shelter, and public safety resources are not overburdened. 
 
In December 2024, the BC Urban Mayors Caucus, comprised of 16 mayors of the largest 
municipalities in BC, penned a letter (attached)  to the premier outlining a series of actions 
the Province should take to tackle some of the biggest challenges that local governments 
face.   This includes working more diligently with municipalities to establish shelter unit 
minimums, and substance use and mental health treatment and supports, in every 
community in BC.    
 

https://hsa-bc.ca/_Library/2023_HC/2023-BC-Homeless-Counts.pdf
https://hsa-bc.ca/_Library/2023_HC/2023-BC-Homeless-Counts.pdf
https://hsa-bc.ca/_Library/2023_HC/2023_Homeless_Count_for_Greater_Vancouver.pdf
https://www.fvrd.ca/assets/About%7Ethe%7EFVRD/Documents/Homelessness/2023%2012%2011_Final%202023%20PiT%20Report_web.pdf
https://www.fvrd.ca/assets/About%7Ethe%7EFVRD/Documents/Homelessness/2023%2012%2011_Final%202023%20PiT%20Report_web.pdf
https://smap.bchousing.org/

	2025 02 13 Letter to FVRD UBCM Resolution Shelter Beds
	Certified Resolution
	2025 02 11 City of Chilliwack Resolution Submission Equitable Distribution of Shelter Beds
	2025 UBCM Resolution Submission



